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Women are the predominant group of 

educators. If you are educated in Amer-
ica, you were probably touched by a 
woman. Those who are in hospitals and 
went through COVID and all the suf-
fering, the caregivers and nurses are 
predominantly women. 

We all owe a debt of gratitude to the 
mother who gave birth to us. We are 
often in the kitchens and other places 
that women are such strong leaders, 
but now we have women in the C 
suites. We have women manufacturing 
and designing. We have women in every 
area of America working. 

The only thing that any woman 
wants is the opportunity to have a seat 
at the table to be able to show her bril-
liance. As my grandmother told me, 
never apologize for your hard work, 
your brilliance, or your skills and tal-
ents that you have been blessed with. 
You use them, and you do a good thing 
with them. 

And as John Lewis said, get in good 
trouble. The suffragists taught us that 
the good trouble they went through 
gave us the right to vote in America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

MANAGING THE CRISIS ON THE 
SOUTHERN BORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ARRINGTON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand here on behalf of the freedom- 
loving members of the Republican 
Study Committee, the conservative 
conscience of the GOP Conference, and 
the largest caucus with over 150 mem-
bers and our friend and fearless leader 
JIM BANKS from the Hoosier State. 

Mr. Speaker, we come to this Cham-
ber with grave concerns, with profound 
grief over what is happening to this 
great Nation at the southern border, 
along the border of States like my 
home State of Texas. My citizens are 
on the front lines, and the citizens of 
the Lone Star State and border States 
are at ground zero of this self-inflicted 
crisis. 

Just because the President won’t ac-
knowledge that there is a crisis doesn’t 
mean that it doesn’t exist. Mr. Speak-
er, it is raging out of control. It is an 
unmitigated disaster, and as I said, it 
is self-inflicted. 

Reinstating catch and release while 
we are recovering from a pandemic? 
Are you kidding me? We have put man-
dates and restrictions on the American 
people who have sacrificed by staying 
at home. Some have lost their jobs. 
They don’t know how they are going to 
make ends meet for their family. 

Everybody stepped up, Mr. Speaker. 
They did what they were told to do in 
some cases, but they all acted respon-
sibly for the sake of our country and 
their fellow man and the country that 
they love. And now, we are just letting 

people cross our border illegally, vio-
late our sovereignty, break our laws, 
and then just be released into the inte-
rior of our country with no testing and 
no screening. 

In Texas, Mr. Speaker, we are coming 
back. We have folks back to work. Kids 
are in school. My kids are in school. We 
feel normal again, and we are blessed 
to be in a State that puts a premium 
on individual liberty and personal re-
sponsibility. We have worked hard to 
get to where we are now. 

We didn’t like everything that was 
done to us by our government. We 
didn’t like all the protocols and man-
dates, but we did the best job we could 
for the sake of our fellow Americans. 
Now, we have the potential for a flare- 
up in the pandemic because our hos-
pitals are going to be overwhelmed 
again. 

Our schools are already overwhelmed 
as they try to do right by their stu-
dents, let them come into the class-
room, have that support structure, 
knowing that to close your doors on 
these kids is to close a bright future 
for them. It is to lock them out of their 
greatest potential and to give them 
grief and all kinds of heartache and 
mental health concerns. 

We have our police, who have been 
disparaged with cries to defund the po-
lice. They would be dismantled if the 
bill that passed the House supported by 
the Democrats ever became law and 
ripped away the tools that they have to 
not only keep our community safe but 
to protect them in the process. We 
have stripped them—or would if the 
bill passed—of their legal liability pro-
tections. All the while, we are putting 
more pressure on our local law enforce-
ment to do the job that the Federal 
Government under this Commander in 
Chief has failed to do. 

The Commander in Chief is supposed 
to provide for the common defense. He 
is supposed to be the exemplar for rule 
of law. He is the chief enforcer of the 
law. What kind of example is our Presi-
dent setting to just throw caution to 
the wind and let folks come into this 
country who are not our citizens, 
prioritizing them over the safety and 
health of our citizens? 

I got to hear some of my colleagues 
express concerns over women’s rights 
and protecting women from abuse. We 
all support that, and our hearts go out 
to any victims of abuse in this country 
or any country. But meanwhile, be-
cause of the policies that have been 
passed by this President, reinstating 
catch and release, empowering sanc-
tuary cities, repealing the stay in Mex-
ico policies, halting funding for the 
border wall, all of these things have 
sent a message that we are open for il-
legal business. 

If you ask the cartels, business has 
never been better. We are lining their 
pockets while they exploit vulnerable 
people who are hopeless. They are 
being exploited. 

Mr. Speaker, one out of every three 
women are sexually assaulted on their 

trek to this country. That statistic is 
from Doctors Without Borders. Chil-
dren are used as a passport, trafficked 
by these cartels. We have empowered 
these cartels. This is a disaster on so 
many levels, and I am glad my col-
leagues are here to express these same 
sentiments in their own words. 

Mr. Speaker, I will end with this. It 
is clear there is a cause and effect here. 
It is clear that policies have con-
sequences. They incent behavior, and 
the behavior is causing chaos at the 
border. 

I believe this President is obsessed. 
This is just a fundamental question, 
why our President would allow this to 
happen. I believe he is obsessed with 
undoing anything that has the name 
‘‘President Trump’’ on it, regardless of 
its merits. I believe he is equally ob-
sessed with placating the left and their 
radical agenda. I have come to that 
conclusion. 

Mr. Speaker, we are going to speak 
to this. We are going to tell the truth. 
We are going to lay out the facts. We 
are going to call on our President to do 
the right thing and prioritize the 
American people and their safety and 
security. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. GOOD). 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my distinguished colleague and 
fellow Member from Texas for yielding. 

Our country’s future will forever be 
changed based on how we manage or 
refuse to manage Biden’s border crisis. 
And, yes, it is a crisis. 

Steady merit-based legal immigra-
tion is stabilizing. It provides a tal-
ented pool of workers, effectively per-
mits patriotic assimilation, and en-
riches our culture. We can debate how 
best to achieve those objectives and 
what immigration levels or numbers 
are in the best interests of our Nation 
and our citizens, but what is not open 
for honest debate, or at least debate 
that honestly places the interests, safe-
ty, and security of American citizens 
first, is the need to secure our border 
and eliminate illegal immigration. 

President Biden’s open border poli-
cies threaten our security, overtax our 
resources, jeopardize public health, and 
turn every town into a border commu-
nity. 

As others have said, without a bor-
der, we don’t have a country; we have 
a landmass, one that is currently under 
invasion. That is an invasion that is 
with complicit approval from the 
President’s policies and the support of 
the Democratic Party, and this is espe-
cially egregious and inexcusable. 

b 2045 

The fact is that, in the 56 days since 
President Biden was sworn in on Janu-
ary 20, illegal immigration has surged 
and our southern border has been over-
run. 

We are not stopping illegal immi-
grants based on their inability to pro-
vide for themselves and not be a burden 
on our economy, our social services, 
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our education system, our healthcare 
system. 

We are not stopping illegal immi-
grants based on whether or not they 
test positive for COVID. 

We are not stopping illegal immi-
grants based on whether or not they 
have a criminal record. 

We are not stopping illegal immi-
grants based on whether or not they in-
tend to do us harm. 

The bottom line is that we don’t even 
know who is coming, and we don’t even 
know why they are coming. 

Meanwhile, the President sends 
FEMA to the border, not to help pre-
vent the emergency crisis of illegal 
crossing, but actually to help illegal 
aliens get into our country. 

And how does a Democrat majority 
respond? 

With two new amnesty bills that will 
incentivize and reward lawless, illegal 
behavior with amnesty and citizenship. 

Memo to the President and Democrat 
majority: You get more of what you 
incentivize. 

We can only conclude this is what 
they want. 

Mr. Speaker, these two bills com-
bined will provide amnesty to some 5 
million illegal aliens, including some 
with criminal backgrounds. These two 
bills make it more difficult for law en-
forcement to detain or deport illegal 
aliens. These bills will facilitate chain 
migration, leading to more non-merit- 
based immigration. And these two bills 
inexcusably provide no provisions to 
address the Biden border crisis. 

Just today, in apparent recognition 
that the crisis is not playing well with 
the American people—you know, the 
forgotten citizens of the country—NBC 
news—not exactly a conservative news 
outlet—is reporting that the Biden ad-
ministration is telling Border Patrol 
that they can no longer talk to the 
media or do ride-alongs that enable the 
media to see firsthand what is hap-
pening at the border. Instead, Border 
Patrol is supposed to let all commu-
nication come from Washington. 

The American people are not stupid. 
They know what is going on, and they 
don’t want America to be turned into a 
sanctuary nation. 

Mr. Speaker, we, on the Republican 
side, are going to fight for them. We 
are going to fight to protect the coun-
try we have today, and we are going to 
fight to protect the country we want to 
have tomorrow. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Virginia for 
his remarks. He talked about the in-
centives. We talked about cause and ef-
fect, and we talked about the con-
sequences of bad policies. 

Mr. Speaker, we have had double the 
apprehensions this year in January 
over last year in 2020, well over twice 
as many illegal crossings in the month 
of February. We are now 5,000-plus a 
day of people pouring into this coun-
try, 500 a day of illegal minors traf-
ficked here by the cartels. And the CBP 
tells us that there will be over 120,000 

by the end of the year. It will be a 
record year. Those are the results. And 
the facts don’t lie, whether this Presi-
dent or our colleagues believe it or not. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from the great State of Texas (Mr. 
BABIN), who represents Texas 36th Con-
gressional District. 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, as co-chair 
of the House Border Security Caucus, I 
very much appreciate the opportunity 
to come to the floor with the Repub-
lican Study Committee to talk about 
the most pressing issue our Nation is 
facing today, right now; and, sadly, it 
was entirely avoidable. 

There are no ifs, ands, or buts. The 
crisis on our southern border is a direct 
result of President Biden’s failed immi-
gration and border security policies— 
miserably failed. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle have predictably done what 
they do best: Blamed President Trump 
and his administration. 

But anyone with a pulse can see that 
this border crisis started the very day 
that President Biden was sworn in. On 
his first day in office, Biden stopped 
construction of the border wall, ended 
the national emergency declaration on 
the southern border. He stopped the 
migrant protection protocol so asylum- 
seekers would have to wait in Mexico. 

And rather than utilizing the title 42 
health restrictions to protect Ameri-
cans during this pandemic, Biden and 
his administration are releasing 
COVID-positive illegal aliens into 
Texas to worsen the pandemic and fan 
out across this country. 

He would go on to stop deportation, 
stop enforcing immigration laws, bring 
back ‘‘catch and release,’’ and end the 
hard-won changes that President 
Trump had initiated to control our 
southern border. 

He has specifically said that Ameri-
cans will not be prioritized—repeat: 
Will not be prioritized—over illegal im-
migrants for access to COVID–19 vac-
cines, and promised citizenship to mil-
lions upon millions of migrants here il-
legally, which does nothing but 
incentivize more illegal crossings. All 
of this in less than 2 months. 

Who on earth is surprised that there 
is a massive border crisis? 

Yes, President Biden owns this bor-
der crisis. The truly sad reality is this 
isn’t Biden’s first rodeo. When he was 
vice president, he saw surges on the 
border, and he knows full well what ex-
actly that means. 

He saw children being used and recy-
cled by smugglers. He saw women and 
children physically abused, raped, and 
even murdered by the cartels, who 
fully control our southern border now, 
empowered by President Biden. He 
even saw American families torn apart 
after a loved one was killed by a dan-
gerous criminal illegal alien. 

He should know better. And you 
know what? He does know better. Un-
fortunately, he is controlled by politics 
and his radical leftwing base, and he 
won’t turn back now. 

The American people deserve to 
know that President Biden is taking 
advantage of them through this crisis. 
And while the American people were 
locked down for a year because of the 
pandemic, illegal aliens roamed free. 
While they worked hard, paid their 
taxes, and saved just to get by, illegal 
immigrants cost them billions every 
year with free education and 
healthcare. 

My great State of Texas and the 
other border States cannot take an-
other minute of Biden’s border crisis. 
The President of the United States 
needs to step up and he needs to lead. 
Lives are at stake. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Texas for 
his remarks. He mentioned as one of 
the policies that this current President 
has put in place through a unilateral 
action—by the way, he has done more 
executive orders than the last three or 
four Presidents combined—was to re-
peal or rescind the national emergency 
declaration. But it is so rich, so rich 
that at the same time he is doing this, 
the Democrat leadership of the House 
under Speaker PELOSI has lined the 
streets around the perimeter of the 
Capitol with the National Guard. The 
height of hypocrisy. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
aren’t buying this. They are not. The 
Speaker called the walls at the south-
ern border protecting our fellow Ameri-
cans and communities immoral, until 
she erected razor-wire fencing around 
the people’s House. It is offensive. It is 
shameful, and it is an outrage. And it 
is a double standard, if I have ever seen 
one. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Oklahoma (Mr. HERN), a good 
friend of mine, and a colleague rep-
resenting Oklahoma’s First District. 

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
distinguished colleague from Texas for 
yielding. I appreciate him leading this 
Special Order on such an important 
issue in our great country. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here today to 
shed light on a situation that is get-
ting worse by the minute. The longer 
Joe Biden and his White House ignore 
the crisis on our border, the more chal-
lenging it becomes to get it under con-
trol. 

But one would have to wonder: Is 
that what he wants by allowing this to 
continue on? 

Under President Trump, border secu-
rity was a top priority. He was ridi-
culed for that top priority of securing 
our Nation, the sovereignty of our Na-
tion. Illegal entries plummeted under 
President Trump, and over 450 miles of 
border wall were built at the fighting 
and scratching every single way 
against our Democrat colleagues’ de-
sires. 

Mr. Speaker, Biden’s trend has been 
to reverse and dismantle anything and 
everything that President Trump 
touched over the last 4 years, no mat-
ter who it may hurt. On day one of his 
Presidency, he unconstitutionally halt-
ed congressionally appropriated funds 
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meant to secure and strengthen our 
southern border. He indicated a com-
plete reversal on border policies, refus-
ing to condemn Democrats who call for 
open borders. This led to thousands of 
immigrants to believe our borders were 
open and they could enter with no con-
sequences. They even had shirts pro-
moting the idea that Biden should let 
them in. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been less than 2 
months since Biden took office and al-
ready the situation at our southern 
border has reached unprecedented lev-
els, levels like we haven’t seen in 20 
years. Border agents are reporting the 
number of illegal entries, especially 
children, is higher than we have seen in 
decades. 

Detainment facilities—what the 
Democrats have now called reception 
centers and concentration camps; that 
is what they called them under Presi-
dent Trump—are over capacity. Chil-
dren are being sent to Dallas, hundreds 
of miles away from the border, to be 
held at the convention center. 

Americans returning from abroad are 
required to take COVID tests before re-
entering our own country, but Biden is 
allowing thousands of migrants into 
the country without even testing them 
for COVID, packing facilities way over 
capacity. 

Hypocrisy is nothing new to this ad-
ministration. In spite of everything I 
have already said, Biden refuses to call 
it a crisis. CNN is even calling it a cri-
sis, but Biden doesn’t want to label it. 
He doesn’t want to own it, calling it an 
inherited mess from the Trump admin-
istration. Every single person in Amer-
ica knows that is not true. To make it 
worse, House Democrats rejected any 
amendments on their partisan immi-
gration bills this week. 

My amendments asked that known 
gang members not be eligible for am-
nesty. 

How could you not allow that to be 
added to this bill? 

That we create a tax credit for em-
ployers who want to do the right thing 
and implement E-Verify in their com-
panies to make sure they are hiring 
legal American workers, and that ille-
gal immigrants who have committed 
crimes in our country not be eligible 
for amnesty. Now, everywhere—except 
for in Congress—any good American 
would want those in the bill. But not 
here, not my Democrat colleagues. 

These are all commonsense ideas 
that a vast majority of Americans sup-
port, but Democrats would rather have 
open borders with no consequences for 
those who break the laws in our coun-
try. 

Just this week, four people on the 
terrorist watch list were caught at-
tempting to illegally entered our coun-
try. If we lower the standards and re-
strictions on our border, we know we 
never would have caught them. We 
wouldn’t have even known that they 
were here. That should scare us all to 
death. 

Mr. Speaker, I and many of my Re-
publican colleagues have been to the 

border to see this terrible situation 
firsthand. I would encourage every 
Member of Congress to go see it. And 
for that, I thank my colleagues for 
standing up here tonight at this hour, 
for speaking up on this crisis. It is so 
important to the American people and 
the sovereignty of our Nation. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Oklahoma, 
our neighbor to the north, for his re-
marks. He mentioned that some polit-
ical opportunists were characterizing 
these detention facilities under the 
leadership of President Trump as con-
centration camps. They called the men 
and women in uniform, our sons and 
daughters, who were called to duty to 
come alongside the Border Patrol 
agents to secure our southern border 
and defend our people, ‘‘storm troop-
ers.’’ They referred to our attempt to 
humanely and safely detain the unac-
companied minors as ‘‘kids in cages.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, where are they now? 
Where are they now? 

Where is the outrage? 
Where is the indignation? 
Where is the name calling? 
How soon we forget. 
Mr. Speaker, 13,000 children are being 

detained right now in far worse condi-
tions and far more crowded than be-
fore. 

Where are those colleagues of ours 
that were clanging gongs and sounding 
the alarm? 

b 2100 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from the great State of Wisconsin (Mr. 
TIFFANY), my colleague, who rep-
resents the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict. 

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the gentleman from Texas for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, America’s border is 
under siege, and it is a siege that this 
administration continues to encourage 
with each passing day. 

They say it is not a crisis or an emer-
gency, even as they have dispatched 
FEMA, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, to help manage the 
disaster that they have created. 

In February alone, the shortest 
month of the year, overwhelmed border 
patrol agents encountered more than 
100,000 illegal aliens crossing our south-
ern border, including 30,000 unaccom-
panied children and minors. And that 
does not include the countless illegal 
aliens that slipped through undetected. 

Mr. Speaker, as many as 25 percent of 
the illegal aliens that the border patrol 
apprehends are testing positive for 
COVID—and not all are being tested. 

Thanks to the administration’s 
catch-and-release policies, many of 
these aliens immediately board buses 
and fan out across the country, making 
every State a border State. That in-
cludes my State in the far north, Wis-
consin, because I hear it from sheriffs 
and law enforcement all over northern 
Wisconsin, especially the drugs that 
flow in, the fentanyl, the 

methamphetamines, that flow into our 
communities killing our citizens. 

Drug seizures were up more than 50 
percent last month driven by huge 
spikes in meth and heroin, deadly poi-
sons that ravage our families. In what 
is fast becoming a Washington tradi-
tion, the other side has tried to pass 
the buck and blame the border disorder 
on the last administration. 

This is a tired talking point; one we 
will hear repeated over and over to ex-
plain away the policy failures of the 
one-party government they control. 
But facts are stubborn things. 

This tidal wave of drug and human 
trafficking is a direct result of White 
House promises of amnesty, and the 
rollback of the commonsense border se-
curity safeguards put in place by Presi-
dent Trump. That is why it began at 
the end of January. 

So what is their answer to this crisis? 
It is to pour gasoline on the fire by 
passing two amnesty bills that will 
give legal status to at least half of the 
estimated 11 million illegal aliens al-
ready in this country, including crimi-
nal aliens who have been convicted of 
multiple DUIs, drug and weapons viola-
tions, and even voter fraud. 

One of the bills even includes an un-
believable provision allowing for the 
reimportation of foreigners who were 
deported as long as 4 years ago, bring-
ing them back and giving them green 
cards. This is a slap in the face to the 
legal immigrants who have followed 
our laws. This is a slap in the face to 
American taxpayers, millions of unem-
ployed Americans, and countless Amer-
ican families who have lost loved ones 
to the scourge of drugs like meth and 
fentanyl. 

Even worse, it is a financial bonanza 
for the human traffickers and foreign 
drug cartels who prey on the vulner-
able and profit from their misery. 

So let’s get this straight. The first 
act of this President was to open the 
borders and close our schools, or make 
sure that they stay closed. The first 
act of this President was to open the 
borders, the pipeline that brings the 
drugs and the human trafficking into 
America, but they closed the pipeline 
that gives us energy independence in 
America. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the admin-
istration to stop pretending that this 
crisis isn’t happening, and to start de-
fending the American people. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, lis-
tening to the gentleman, it is just hard 
to believe that in the greatest country 
on planet Earth, that this is what we 
are allowing to happen. Reimporting 
people who violated our laws, had due 
process, and we did what the law says, 
detain and deport. 

Today, under Present Biden’s deluge 
of executive orders, they are released 
and rewarded: free healthcare, com-
pliments of the taxpayers of the United 
States; free education, compliments of 
the taxpayers of the United States. We 
spend $12 billion in Texas alone on ille-
gal immigration, and the price has just 
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climbed higher and higher under this 
President. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. BISHOP), my 
dear friend, representing the Ninth 
Congressional District. 

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Texas, my friend, Mr. ARRINGTON, for 
hosting this Special Order, it is an ex-
traordinarily important topic. 

Here is another angle on it. Tomor-
row, on the floor of this House, Demo-
crats will pass two mass amnesty bills, 
H.R. 6 and H.R. 1603. Consider that at 
the very time Democrats are bringing 
these amnesty bills to the floor, what 
promises to be the largest surge of ille-
gal immigration on the southern bor-
der in at least 20 years, is building to-
ward an unknown climax. The Biden 
administration has precipitated a hu-
manitarian crisis so big that even they 
can no longer deny it. 

Less than 2 months after terminating 
President Trump’s declaration of an 
emergency on the border, Secretary 
Mayorkas of the Department of Home-
land Security, has been constrained to 
send FEMA, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, to facilitate the 
Nation’s response to this crisis. 

Today, in the Committee on Home-
land Security, I asked Secretary 
Mayorkas about the deliberate and ab-
surd rhetoric used by the administra-
tion: Come, but don’t come now. 

I was unable to secure from Sec-
retary Mayorkas a straightforward ac-
knowledgment that it is always wrong 
to incite migrants to enter the United 
States illegally. 

And, amazingly, when I asked the 
Secretary whether he and the Biden ad-
ministration had been expected or were 
surprised by the crisis that is now 
blooming on the southern border, he 
was caught off guard. He said he had no 
expectation whatsoever. I couldn’t be-
lieve it, and I don’t think the American 
people can believe it. 

Just like the Biden administration’s 
rhetoric, these bills signal economic 
migrants that if they make the dan-
gerous trek through Central America 
and Mexico, they will be met with am-
nesty, taxpayer-funded healthcare, 
housing, and anything else you can 
think of. 

Whether it is gutting the migrant 
protection protocols, otherwise known 
as ‘‘remain in Mexico,’’ and stopping 
border wall construction, the adminis-
tration’s message to migrants is clear: 
Come. Take your lives in your hands, 
brave the gangs, the coyotes, the smug-
glers, take the risk of sexual abuse. 
Come. 

Today, the Democrats are aug-
menting that clear-as-day message 
with more promises of amnesty, and 
that will be the bills tomorrow, which 
everyone here know will fuel more ille-
gal migration. 

Let’s face it, Democrats are com-
mitted to a regime of open borders, 
where any person from anywhere in the 
world has a right to enter the U.S. for 

any reason, even if that means mi-
grants are assaulted or killed on their 
way to the border. And Democrats feel 
better about themselves. They assume 
a superior moral position by pursuing 
such a policy. 

It is no wonder, but apparently no 
cause for reflection by the Biden ad-
ministration, that the CBP very re-
cently apprehended four individuals on 
the terrorist watch list crossing the 
southwest border. Secretary Mayorkas 
admitted that today, and then went on 
to say: Well, it is nothing unusual, 
more or less. Amazing. 

I have heard some of my friends on 
the other side of the aisle complain 
that Republicans are not offering solu-
tions. 

Let me offer three: End all talk of 
amnesty. Reinstate the migrant pro-
tection protocols that provide more for 
their safety than the policy does now 
articulate. And finish building the 
wall. Let’s resume a responsible border 
policy. Let’s consider, for once, the in-
terests of the American people. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from North Caro-
lina. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I would say that 
America is the most generous Nation, 
not only the most powerful, but the 
most generous. We represent 5 percent 
of the world population, and we rep-
resent 20 percent of the immigrant pop-
ulation. We welcome freedom-loving, 
law-abiding people who want to make 
America their home and make a better 
life for their family, but only if they 
respect our laws and our sovereignty 
and the safety of the American people. 

Millions of people wait for years to 
have legal status in this country, and 
this President has just created lawless-
ness and chaos, just like that, with a 
pen and a cell phone. The unilateral ac-
tions have been reckless and endan-
gered not only our citizens, but the 
poor people that are making this trek 
on account of his message: Don’t come 
now, is what he says, but come now. 
Come one, come all. It is a free-for-all 
at the border, is what his policies say 
loudly and clearly. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my dear 
friend from the great State of Arkan-
sas (Mr. WESTERMAN), he represents Ar-
kansas’ Fourth Congressional District. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, the 
Republican party has historically been, 
and I believe is still today, the voice 
for those who have no voice. We value 
life and believe all people should be 
treated with dignity. 

I appreciate the gentleman from 
Texas for leading this discussion to-
night, for his compassion for people, 
and for his passion to serve Texas and 
America. 

Mr. Speaker, tonight, I not only rise 
to address the growing crisis on our 
southern border, but to be a voice for 
the persecuted. In an interview aired 
this morning, President Biden told mi-
grants not to come to the United 
States, but still refused to recognize 
the situation as a crisis. Actions speak 

louder than words. It doesn’t matter 
what you say when it doesn’t match 
what you do. 

Such a directive is pointless, consid-
ering there are no policy changes to de- 
motivate the migrant surge, the likes 
of which the United States hasn’t seen 
in 20 years. Our facilities and agencies 
are being overwhelmed by the surge. 

President Biden offered an open invi-
tation for parents to send their chil-
dren across the border without fear of 
being turned away. The result is cata-
strophic. While there have been mi-
grant surges in the past, there has 
never been such a prolific number of 
unaccompanied minors. 

These policies are a driving incentive 
for parents to give their children to 
coyotes and traffickers who will abuse 
and use them, causing lifelong trauma. 
Over 500 children are crossing the bor-
der daily, including unaccompanied 
kids as young as 6 years old. These 
children are threatened and coerced by 
cartels to carry drugs over the border 
and exploited by sex traffickers. 

One in three women—one in three 
women, Mr. Speaker, will be assaulted 
as they attempt to make the journey. 

I just witnessed my colleagues from 
across the aisle spending an hour hon-
oring women’s history. What kind of 
history are the left’s policies writing 
for these women? Young women, young 
women as young as 13 years old are 
being lured to Texas with the promise 
of a job in the service industry, and in-
stead, are being sexually abused and 
trafficked. 
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What we are seeing now is but a frac-
tion of what we could see in the coming 
months. This is the Biden administra-
tion’s responsibility, and President 
Biden owes the American people an-
swers. 

But President Biden is not alone. The 
majority party is neglecting their over-
sight responsibilities and aiding and 
abetting these dangerous actions. 

I am calling on President Biden and 
congressional Democrats—who I re-
mind you are the majority in both 
Chambers—to take responsibility for 
the border crisis and work to fix it and 
to take responsibility for the trauma 
these children will endure on the jour-
ney across the border. 

Customs and Border Protection has 
informed Congress that four people on 
the FBI’s terrorist watch list were ap-
prehended at the border. If four were 
caught, how many got through? What 
is their intent? 

One day, Democrats are the 
arsonists, and the next week, the fire-
fighters. They have pulled this trick on 
every issue, including energy, Medi-
care, and now our border. To bring par-
tisan immigration bills to the floor 
without even an opportunity to amend 
the bills is bad governance anytime, 
but it is downright insensitive during 
this crisis. 

We are a nation of immigrants, and I 
support all legal immigration. But 
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open border policies are a direct threat 
to our national security and have cre-
ated a humanitarian crisis. We should 
secure our borders and work on bipar-
tisan legislation to address immigra-
tion issues, but Democrats refuse to 
even enforce existing laws. 

Mr. Speaker, what good is a new im-
migration law when there is no evi-
dence that it will be enforced? 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Arkansas 
for his heartfelt comments. 

Mr. Speaker, may I ask how much 
time remains. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 21 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, as 
you have heard from my colleagues, 
there are many levels and dimensions 
to this crisis. It is a national security 
crisis, Mr. Speaker. It is a public 
health and safety crisis. It is a humani-
tarian crisis of epic proportions, and it 
is only going to get worse until this 
President embraces the reality, resists 
the left’s influence, and steps up and 
becomes the leader that our country 
needs at a time like this. 

I thank the gentleman from Wis-
consin for joining us in this Special 
Order. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN), who 
represents Wisconsin’s Sixth Congres-
sional District. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, we 
have already talked tonight about the 
numbers which come from the crisis at 
the southern border. 

During the Obama administration, 
Mr. Speaker, if you had 1,000 contacts a 
day with people trying to sneak in this 
country, that was a lot. We are now at 
around 3,000 a day. February of this 
year compared to February of last year 
is up 173 percent. That is shocking. It 
didn’t have to be. 

What incompetence did it take to get 
such a massive swing of people coming 
across our border? 

President Trump had something 
called the migrant protection protocol. 
When people tried to sneak in here and 
claim asylum, they were sent back and 
held by the Mexican Government pend-
ing a hearing. This was a great victory 
for President Trump. 

Maybe just because he is President 
Trump, it means you don’t like him, 
Mr. Speaker, and you had to get rid of 
him like the protection protocol. So, 
we are back to the old days. 

Rather than being held south of the 
border, waiting to see if you can come 
here, you are escorted into the United 
States, turned over to some nonprofit 
organization, and told to disappear 
somewhere in the United States to 
show up for a hearing which you don’t 
show up for. And that is, more than 
any other reason, why we have this 
problem. 

Another thing they have changed is 
that President Trump had worked on a 
deal with Central American countries 
so that people trying to come up here 

from South America and other Central 
American countries were held south of 
the Mexican border. One more good 
policy, but let’s throw it overboard and 
see what happens. 

By doing this, not only do we let 
more people in the country, but we en-
rich and empower the drug cartels. The 
drug cartels are charging about $3,000 
for every Mexican they let in here, 
about $5,000 for every Central Amer-
ican, $8,000 to $9,000 for every Brazilian, 
and up to $20,000 for every Asian. 

When you are making that kind of 
money, Mr. Speaker, you know very 
well the drug cartels will recruit as 
many people as they can to come into 
this country. 

Of course, nowadays, it is unlike 
years ago when they used to find mari-
juana. Now when people come across 
the border, it is fentanyl, meth, and 
heroin. So, in addition to the huge 
amount of humanity moving across the 
border, we have that many more drugs 
to kill the people of our country. I am 
sure the American people already re-
member we are losing about 80,000 peo-
ple every year to illegal drug use, so 
much of which comes across the south-
ern border. 

As has been mentioned by other 
speakers, there is an increase in sexual 
assaults as people try to come across 
the border and are escorted by the drug 
cartels. 

I want to point out that the drug car-
tels control that southern border. If 
you try to come here without their ap-
proval, Mr. Speaker, you are in big 
trouble. I will give you an anecdote 
from the last time I was down there. 
Three people tried to escort other peo-
ple over the border. Two of them were 
skinned alive and died. The other was 
partly skinned alive and told to go 
back south to Mexico and tell everyone 
what happens if you try to come across 
the border without going through the 
drug cartels. 

Just as another indication of the 
huge problem we have at the border, 
last year, which was an unusually hot 
year, they found, in the Tucson sector 
alone, 100 bodies of people who dehy-
drated trying to come here. 

Under President Trump, Mr. Speaker, 
you know how good it can be. They 
went from a point where they were let-
ting 100,000 people across the border, 
which was about 2 years ago, back 
down to, around December, about 10,000 
people crossing the border. They did 
that with the migrant protection pro-
tocol, with dealing with Central Amer-
ica, and by being concerned about 
COVID. 

So, what to do now? I am sometimes 
asked how the United States got in 
this mess, and I am talking about a 
wide variety of issues. Where would the 
Founding Fathers say they screwed up? 

Until this, I always felt that if I look 
at the three branches of government 
and say between the legislative, execu-
tive, and judiciary, our Founding Fa-
thers would have never believed the ju-
diciary could have such complete lack 

of respect for the Constitution. But 
now, I have to answer something else. 

The press sometimes considers them-
selves the fourth estate. There are ru-
mors right now that the Department of 
Homeland Security has put a gag order 
on the Border Patrol agents who al-
ways have so many interesting stories 
down there. If I think of our Founding 
Fathers now who wanted a free press, 
as disappointed as they would be in our 
President, as disappointed as they 
would be in our Congress, and as super 
disappointed as our Founding Fathers 
would be in our judicial branch, I think 
the area they would be most dis-
appointed is in the fourth estate. The 
bootlicking sycophants of the fourth 
estate are just horrible. These toadies 
are ruining the country. 

Wake up. Insist on being able to talk 
to the Border Patrol. Get down to the 
Border Patrol and find out exactly 
what is going on. 

Mr. Speaker, my final plea tonight is 
for the press corps to wake up, get to 
the southern border, and report what is 
really going on down there. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Wisconsin 
for his remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that this admin-
istration and our current President, 
Joe Biden, would do well to take a page 
out of President Trump’s playbook, 
and I mean this with all sincerity. 

The reason people by the millions 
followed this unconventional, non-
politician businessman and leader is 
because they were convinced he would 
fight for them. It is because they 
watched as he followed through on 
what he promised he would do for 
them. And lastly, Mr. Speaker, it is be-
cause he put America first. 

Perfect he was not, but I will tell you 
what, Mr. Speaker, with every fiber of 
his being and ounce of strength in 
every waking moment, he was vigilant 
in keeping those promises, and one of 
them was to secure the border and stop 
illegal immigration once and for all. 

Politicians have come and gone. 
They have made the same promises but 
to no avail. President Trump reduced 
illegal crossings by 75 percent. 

We know what to do in this Chamber. 
We know the policies that would work 
to protect our fellow Americans, secure 
our border, and stop this chaos and 
madness that has ensued as a result of 
these reckless, unilateral decisions 
that this President is making. 

We know what to do, Mr. Speaker, 
but there is no political will to do it. 
The message, as we have said, is clear. 
It is demoralizing and insulting that 
the leadership of this administration 
and our Commander in Chief have 
prioritized illegal immigrants over our 
own citizens. 

I am wearing a mask in the people’s 
House. Most of our colleagues, Mr. 
Speaker, have been vaccinated or have 
had COVID. We have social distancing, 
and we are still wearing masks. What a 
pathetic posture as we just release 
hundreds every day, thousands upon 
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thousands—some say the infection rate 
is upward of 20 percent—into the inte-
rior of our country and into our com-
munities while we the American people 
have spent trillions of dollars and made 
untold sacrifices to help our country 
get back to its feet. It is just unbeliev-
able. 

Those poor Border Patrol agents, 
who have had to hear that they too 
should be defunded, are hamstrung, at 
best. They see the revolving door. 

How would you like to go to work 
every day, Mr. Speaker, with a clear 
mission, and a righteous and patriotic 
mission, to secure the border and pro-
tect your citizens and have a Com-
mander in Chief who says come one, 
come all, and has such little regard for 
the rule of law and for those who risk 
their lives every day to enforce it? 

These are just the cold, hard facts. It 
is the truth. I believe, and always have, 
in the American people’s good judg-
ment. While some folks may have had 
an aversion to the style and person-
ality of the last President—I can appre-
ciate that—they have to look back and 
say that he achieved unprecedented re-
sults that left this Nation safer, 
stronger, and more prosperous than we 
have been in recent history, if ever. 

Mr. Speaker, I pray our country will 
return to that level of strength, and I 
pray this President will embrace the 
facts and reality. I hope he comes to 
visit border States like Texas and lis-
tens to the cries that have gone un-
heard from his administration, from 
the people of Texas, Arizona, New Mex-
ico, California, and throughout this 
land who need him to step up and be 
our Commander in Chief. 

Mr. Speaker, I am done, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

HONORING WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO) for 
16 minutes, half the time remaining 
until 10:00 p.m. 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of 
Women’s History Month, I would like 
to recognize Sami Haiman-Marrero. 

Sami Haiman-Marrero is the presi-
dent and CEO of URBANDER, a firm 
that assists the corporate, nonprofit, 
and government sectors in overcoming 
diversity, equity, inclusion, and multi-
cultural marketing challenges. 

Under Sami’s leadership, 
URBANDER received the Orlando Busi-
ness Journal’s 2020 Diversity in Busi-
ness Helping Hand Award for their 
work impacting underrepresented and 
underserved communities. 

Sami’s career started in New York 
City over 25 years ago in public rela-
tions, marketing, and publishing. Her 
career highlights include handling the 
first-ever Spanish-language U.S. Presi-
dential media campaign in 1996, which 
led to winning the highly coveted His-
panic vote, becoming the publisher of a 

national Hispanic magazine, and being 
interviewed on the U.S. Latino experi-
ence by The Wall Street Journal, El 
Nuevo Dia, Huffington Post, MSNBC, 
Florida Trend, NBCNews.com, and Can-
ada’s CBC News. 

Haiman-Marrero earned a master’s in 
communications from the University of 
Puerto Rico and was recognized in 2016 
as one of Vision Magazine’s 25 Most In-
fluential Hispanics in Central Florida. 
She has served on prestigious boards 
such as Visit Orlando, United Arts, His-
panic American Professional Business 
Women’s Association, and Prospera’s 
technical assistance committee. 

In 2017, after Hurricane Maria dev-
astated her beloved Puerto Rico, Sami 
launched a nonprofit called SOS by 
URBANDER. SOS creates and imple-
ments culturally competent social mo-
bility programs such as Talleres de 
Bienvenida, The Azalea Project, and 
job readiness training. 

b 2130 
SOS is also the Del Ambiente, and 

Gender Advancement Project’s fiscal 
sponsor, which supports LGBTQ-plus 
people of color. 

In 2019, Orange County Commissioner 
Maribel Gomez Cordero appointed 
Sami to the county’s Arts and Culture 
Council, where she serves as chair of 
the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
committee. She was also an official 
delegate of the Second Annual Latino 
Leadership Summit held at the United 
Nations by the We Are All Human or-
ganization. 

For this and more, Ms. Maiman- 
Marrero, we honor you. 

HONORING WENDY COSCHIGNANO FORD 
Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of 

Women’s History Month, I would like 
to recognize Wendy Coschignano Ford. 

Wendy Coschignano Ford was ap-
pointed the chief executive officer for 
the Osceola Council on Aging in 2019. 
Wendy’s career with the OCOA is ex-
pansive, spending the past 20 years in 
key positions within the council, in-
cluding serving as the director housing 
and finance. 

During the past two decades, Wendy’s 
multidisciplinary approach led to her 
appointment to the agency’s top posi-
tion. She effectively managed six sepa-
rate housing communities and success-
fully developed, negotiated, and man-
aged many commercial contracts while 
leading the implementation of stra-
tegic planning and marketing strate-
gies. 

Since 2019, OCOA a has seen expo-
nential increases in sustainable oper-
ations, collaborations with the Osceola 
and central Florida community, and 
new initiatives, which have increased 
revenue, client satisfaction, profit-
ability, and reimbursement growth. 

The Osceola Council on Aging’s mis-
sion is to provide services to enable 
independence and self-sufficiency with 
Osceola County seniors, disabled 
adults, disadvantaged individuals, and 
impoverished families. 

Wendy’s colleagues state she is al-
ways committed to ‘‘achieving the 

highest standards of performance and 
leadership’’ while embodying the heart 
of the council’s mission. 

Wendy is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Central Florida’s business 
school, and will be completing her 
MBA degree in July of this year. 
Wendy holds Housing and Urban Devel-
opment certifications with Assistant 
Housing Manager and Housing Credit 
Certified Professional designations. 

She was recently awarded two Cer-
tificates of Achievement from HUD for 
Superior Real Estate Assessment Cen-
ter Outcomes; recognized for imple-
menting the ‘Senior/Kid Companion’ 
program at the State of Florida Na-
tional Community Service Conference, 
a recognition designated by former 
Secretary of State Colin Powell. 

Further, Wendy is a member of the 
Kissimmee Police Department’s Crime 
Free initiative program, and a grad-
uate of the University of Florida’s 
LeadingAge Leadership Academy in 
2009, along with Leadership Osceola 
2019. 

Wendy has been married to her hus-
band, Chip, for 11 years. She has two 
children and two grandchildren. 

For this and more, Wendy 
Coschignano Ford, we honor you. 

HONORING VIANCA MCCLUSKEY 
Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in honor of 

Women’s History Month, I would like 
to recognize Vianca McCluskey. 

Vianca is the administrator at the 
Florida Department of Health in Osce-
ola County. She spent more than 20 
years of public health experience with 
15 years dedicated to leading health de-
partments and federally qualified 
health centers. 

During her career, she has collabo-
rated with county governments, gov-
erning boards, and community partners 
to address health issues and ensure the 
provision of programs and services for 
vulnerable populations. 

Her public health career began in 
Tennessee, where she was the State’s 
first African-American county health 
deputy director. She directed oper-
ations at one of the largest rural 
health departments, which received 
recognition for its diabetes and com-
munity-wide weight loss programs. 

After accepting the executive direc-
tor position with Primary Care Medical 
Services of Poinciana, a federally 
qualified health center operated by the 
health department, she relocated to 
Osceola County in 2008, with her hus-
band, Dale, and son, Jackson. She 
oversaw the Federal Health Resources 
and Services Administration, HRSA, 
grant and the delivery of comprehen-
sive culturally competent healthcare 
and dental healthcare services to the 
community. 

In 2012, she accepted a leadership po-
sition with the Community Health 
Centers, Inc., to oversee multispecialty 
sites serving vulnerable and under-
served populations. 

In 2018, she returned to the Florida 
Department of Health in Osceola Coun-
ty as the administrator. She is cur-
rently leading the agency through an 
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